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Abstract. Nat Friedman was a professor of mathematics at the University
at Albany. He had many passions in life: besides mathematics, he played
baseball at the University of Michigan, was a recognized sculptor, and was
an avid ballroom dancer. This talk will focus on Nat’s career as a math-
ematician, from his early days collaborating with Donald Ornstein to his
exploration of various types of mixing. Nat and his coauthors were among
the first to identify systems within the following classes: zero entropy mixing;
partially mixing, partially rigid systems and lightly mixing systems. Also,
we’ll talk about recent results that build on Nat’s methodology to answer
open questions related to slow entropy and mixing sequences for weak mix-
ing systems.

Speaker bio: Terry Adams received his Ph.D. in 1991 at Albany under
the direction of Nat Friedman. Terry taught at a few universities including
Wesleyan, UNC and Ohio State prior to joining the DoD. Terry is now retired
from federal service, and enjoys renovating old homes and playing sports.
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