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Abstract. Machine learning technologies are growing ever more power-
ful every minute, including through work we’ve conducted at IBM Research.
They now continually interact with society in our daily lives, livelihoods,
and liberties. Some machine learning researchers are just happy to see and
contribute to the progress, while others are afraid of the possible societal in-
justices that may be wrought and work to prevent a dystopian future. In this
talk, I will lay out the landscape of the intersection of machine learning and
society, focusing on four aspects: social good, ethics principles, trustworthy
techniques, and critical theory. I will further report on which parts of this
research landscape different researchers tend to contribute most to: purely
technical vs. sociotechnical. I will also hypothesize possible underlying moti-
vations for these researchers.
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