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ABSTRACT. In joint work with Brendan Mallery (former UAlbany grad stu-
dent, now at Tufts), we introduce the notion of a shift-similar subgroup of the
group of permutations of the natural numbers N. The definition makes use
of the fact that any cofinite subset of N is canonically bijective with N, and is
an analog to the well-known condition of self-similarity for subgroups of the
group of automorphisms of a tree. In this talk I will discuss self-similarity
and shift-similarity, compare and contrast them, and mention connections
to the world of Thompson groups and Houghton groups. Perhaps the most
striking result is that there exist uncountably many isomorphism classes of
finitely generated shift-similar groups, unlike the self-similar case.
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